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During this season of anticipation and joy, 
we invite one and all to join us as we pre-
pare our hearts and minds to celebrate 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ {ƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
study, music, fellowship, giving and prayer  
at FBCN. Please be a part of it!  The following 
is a listing (continued on page 4) of some of 
the services and activities ahead:   

 
CHRISTMAS EVE:  
4:00PM Family Service 
Lessons and Carols for the young and young 
ŀǘ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ  Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
and special candle lighting as well.    

 
11:00PM Candlelight Service  
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols, 
Christmas Eve at 11:00 PM. Join us for a ser-
vice of carols and prayers, readings and re-
flection, silence and celebration, darkness 
and Light.  

 

ADVENT STUDY:  
ά9a!b¦-9[ όΨDƻŘ ²ƛǘƘ ¦ǎΩύΥ ¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Jesus from the Hebrew Bible to the Earliest 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦέ Led by Chris Lanzara, Student 
Minister.  In this Advent study we will exam-
ine the Hebrew Bible and the New Testa-
ment to find antecedents and parallels that 
shed light on the meaning of the coming of 
our Lord for the earliest Christians and for 
us. Featuring the scholarship of Raymond E. 
Brown and others. 

 
Soup and Bread Study  

Wednesday Nights  6:30-8:00pm 
(note time change) 

 December 2nd, 9th, and 16th  
 

If there is anyone who would like to bring 
soup or bread/drinks for one of the eve-

nings, please contact Linda Moore at 
lmoore@fbcnewton.org or  

617-244-2997X12 

Christmas Bells are Ringing at FBCN  

Save the Date: Sunday, December 13 
In our journey together, we need you to help chart the course! 

 

WHEN: From 9:30-10:15am (during Adult Sunday School in the Chapel) 

WHAT: We invite all FBCN members and friends to come together τ refreshments 
provided! τ to collectively complete a survey that will guide us in our search for a 
new pastor.  Please join us for this morning of fellowship and direction-setting.   
 

The Pastoral Search Inventory we will complete was developed by the Hartford Institute 
for Religion Research and is designed to help congregations look, in an objective and 
systematic way, at what they need and hope for in their pastoral leadership. We will 
partner with the Hartford Institute to compile and analyze the results. If you are unable 
to attend this event, please let us know and we will be sure you get a copy of the survey.  
Please complete and return all surveys by Sunday, January 3.    

See the Search Committee Report on page 6 for more information.    



The Beacon                      2  December 2009 

 

*  ADVENT THEN AND NOW 

From the  
Interim  
Senior  

Minister 

 
**  
***  

Fulfill. 
Promise. 

Strengthen.  
Signs. Foreboding. 

Redemption. Coming.  
Prepare. Purify. Long.  

Proclaim. Straighten. Sing.  
Rejoice. Renew. Remove. See.  
Restore. Trust. Peace. Repent.  

Question. Expectation. Magnify. 
Blessed. Mercy. Filled. Good. Womb. 

Darkness. Light. Wonderful. Counselor. 
Mighty. Everlasting. Establish. New. Tell. 

Grace. Appeared. Salvation. Birth. Glory. News. 
Great joy. 
Amazed. 
Ponder. 

 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǳƴŜǉǳƛǾƻŎŀƭ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ŘǾŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΦ CǊƻƳ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀπ
mations to joyous psalms to apostolic encouragements, to the woe and weal of the four evangel-
ƛǎǘǎΣ !ŘǾŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŜǇΣ ǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜΦ  
 ά¢ƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ L ƳŀŘŜΧΣέ 
WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎΦ ά¢ƻ ȅƻǳΣ h [ƻǊŘΣ L ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭΦ h Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ L ǘǊǳǎǘΧΣέ ǘƘŜ ǇǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ 
ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎΦ άbƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣέ tŀǳƭ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŀƴǎΦ άbƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōŜπ
Ǝƛƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊΣέ WŜπ
sus warns according to Luke. Each offered words of hope and challenge to communities of faith 
needing hope in the face of challenge. Though different in time, place and culture, the human 
dynamics and faith dimensions of the prophet, psalmist, apostle and evangelist, and the faith 
communities they addressed, are much the same for this time, this place, this culture and this 
faith community. The world weighs us down. Hope lifts us up. Redemption is at hand. 
 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎǊƻ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ !ŘǾŜƴǘ άǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ 
the world: the cyclical re-ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ-breaking into the world in the incarna-
ǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŜǎŎƘŀǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƎŜέ όDŀƛƭ wΦ hΩ5ŀȅΣ ά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
CǳǘǳǊŜΧΣέ Interpretation 62:4, 357). Advent propels us yet again into the very present tension 
between past and future, fulfillment and promise, mystery and miracle. Advent invites us to con-
sider again what it means to live in-between the once and future Christ. At the micro level, Ad-
vent reminds us as a faith community, and as individuals, that we are not alone on our journey 
through tumultuous and uncertain times, empty abundance and abundant emptiness, cultural 
complexity and confounding conflict. Ours is not the first faith community to be challenged, nor 
are we the first people in history to be concerned about what tomorrow may bring. 
 We would do well to consider the interim time at First Baptist in Newton as our own Ad-
vent: a season of pregnant possibility. Just as in days of old, when the Spirit broke through tradi-
tion, institution and establishment by means of humble birth, it could well be that the Spirit is 
breaking through our own pretensions of tradition, institution and establishment by means of 
ƘǳƳōƭŜ ǊŜōƛǊǘƘΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǳƴŜǉǳƛǾƻŎŀƭ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ŘǾŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŜǾƻƪŜ 
deep, rich and intense themes for our time, they speak to our own local Advent-interim experi-
ence at First Baptist in Newton. Take the journey. Ponder the mystery. Engage the questions. 
9ƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜΦ {ǘŀȅ ŀƭŜǊǘΦ ά{ǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿπ
ƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊΦέ 

Grace, Peace and Courage to you, in Christ, Bruce Greer. 
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From the 
Minister for 

Christian 
Education 

INNER PREPARATIONS FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
 

Lǘ ƛǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άŀǊǊƛǾŀƭέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳƛƴƎέ ƻŦ 
the return of Jesus Christ.   What do we do to prepare FBC Newton, our homes, our 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΧŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΚ  ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƴƎΦ  
The garland is on the mantle.  The candles are in the window.  The music is in the 
background.  The Giving Tree is up in the church.  The Advent Wreath is situated 
next to the lectern.  The crèche is waiting for the arrival of those little pieces. 
  
So all the outside preparations are done!  What about the inside?  What have we 
done to prepare our hearts, souls, and minds for the seasons?  Will the outside 
ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƎŜǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΚ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  LŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
wreath, we can be intentional about hanging the seasons on our hearts, in our ac-
tions, and with our commitment. 
  
As you read the newsletter and attend worship, you will see and hear several ways 
in which you can begin to decorate the inside and prepare your spirit for the Arrival. 
Below is a list of what you can do.  Take part.  Embrace it. Enjoy it. Live it.  Be it. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Linda 
 

 

�7�� Advent Devotions for adults and families in the chapel 
�7�� Advent Soup and Study on Wednesday nights 
�7�� Hope and Healing Service on Thursday, December 3rd 
�7�� The Giving Tree participation for The Second Step     

Program 
�7�� Decorating the Church and Fellowship on December 5 
�7�� Weekly Email Devotions and special Advent readings 

via email 
�7�� Advent readings in Worship 
�7�� Intergenerational Christmas Sunday Carol Sing, during 

Sunday school on December 20th 
�7�� Regular Sunday school participation 
�7�� Regular Worship attendance 
�7�� Daily prayer 


