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452 V2 | Christmas Bells are Ringing at FBCN

(o] R1=1- -1 B During this season of anticipation and joy, ADVENT STUDY:

bringing.you-good Ji inviteoneand allto joinusaswepre- §9a!-B[ OWD2R 2AGK ! 4Q0

hews of great joy” pare our hearts and minds to celebrate  Jesus from the Hebrew Bible to the Earliest
D2RQa IATU 2F KAad {R2KKRK 3 el ByyChri® Banzhra, $t@dent K T

-8 NN B SR S | <t1icly, music, fellowship, giving and prayer Minister. In this Advent study we will exam-

Luke 2 KIORNIISVA at FBCN. Please be a part of it! The following the Hebrew Bible and the New Testa-

is a listing (continued on page 4) of some ofnent to find antecedents and parallels that

¥ the services and activities ahead: shed light on the meaning of the coming of

y our Lord for the earliest Christians and for
CHRISTMAS EVE: us. Featuring the scholarship of Raymond E.
5 4:00PM Family Service Brown and others.

Lessons and Carols for the young and young
I KSENI® W2AY dza T2 NJ ISouprndBRaiSHYdys aSaal

and special candle lighting as well. Wednesday Nights 6:36:00pm
) (note time change)
11:00PM Candlelight Service December 2nd, 9th, and 16th
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8 Candlelight Service akssons and Carols,
& Christmas Eve at 11:00 PM. Join us for a ser-
8 vice of carols and prayers, readings and re- SCUP or bread/drinks for one of the eve-

From our WEI flection, silence and celebration, darkness nings, please contact Linda Moore at
Ministers 8 and Light. Imoore@fbcnewton.org or

617-244-2997X12
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: . If there is anyone who would like to bring
Inside this issue:

ChristmasIs 4
Coming!

Sencon of il Save the Date: Sunday, December 13
Giving { In our journey together, we need you to help chart the course!

SR DVERCR VA \\/HEN From 9:3010:15am (during Adult Sunday School in the Chapel)
Notes 4 WHAT:We invite all FBCN members and friends to come togetherefreshments
i provided! T to collectively complete a survey that will guide us in our search for

Family News 8 &9 i \ j i JLEELOE
Bl new pastor. Please join us for this morning of fellowship and directsetting.

In our World/ 10 Bl The Pastoral Search Inventory we will complete was developed by the Hartford Instifute
Celebrations for Religion Research and is designed to help congregations look, in an objective arld

B systematic way, at what they need and hope for in their pastoralleadership. We will
partner with the Hartford Institute to compile and analyze the results. If you are unaljle
Coffeehouse 12 f] to attend this event, please let us-know and we-will be sure you get a copy of the sufvey.
Rock My Soul Please complete and return all surveys by Sunday; January 3.

See the Search Committee Report on page 6 for more information.
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ADVENT THEN AND NOW
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Fulfill.
i Promise.
D Strengthen.
- Signs. Foreboding.

Redemption. Coming.
Prepare. Purify. Long.

\

\VED Proclaim. Straighten. Sing.
Rejoice. Renew. Remove. See.
From the : Restore. Trust. Peace. Repent.
. Question. Expectation. Magnify.
Interim-.:.--. Blessed. Mercy. Filled. Good. Womb.
3 Darkness. Light. Wonderful. Counselor.
Senlor ; Mighty. Everlasting. Establish. New. Tell.
s T0Te, ‘ Grace. Appeared. Salvation. Birth. Glory. News.
Minister Great joy.
‘ Amazed.
Ponder.

He¢KSaS INB adNRy3az dzySljdAag20rlt g2NRA FTNRBY ! R
mations to joyous psalms to apostolic encouragements, to the woe and weal of the four eyangel-
Aataz ! ROSyiaiQa ¢2NRA YR GKSYSa IINBE RSSLUZ NJ

G¢KS RIea INB adNBfte O2YAy3dsx area GKS|[2N
WSNBYALFK LINRPOfFAYAad a¢2 @2dzZ h [2NRZ L AT
M FFANXVaAad® abAIKAG YR RFe ¢S LINIT & Y2ad SkNySa

o KFGSOSNI Aa f1O1Ay3a Ay @2dzNJ FIFAGKZ ¢ t F dzf| & NJ
IAYy G2 GF1S LXIFOS:E adlryR dzLJ FYyR NI AasS &2dzNJ
# sus warns according to Luke. Each offered words of hope and challenge to communities of faith
needing hope in the face of challenge. Though different in time, place and culture, the human
dynamics and faith dimensions of the prophet, psalmist, apostle and evangelist, and the fdith
J communities they addressed, are much the same for this time, this place, this culture and this
faith community. The world weighs us down. Hope lifts us up. Redemption is at hand.

' GKS YIONR tS@Stsx ! ROSy(d aaavydzZ Gl yS2dzf
gl the world: the cyclical Sy I QUG YSyYy (i 2 F -be@kRdirto the ivdtls in Redincarna-
GA2Yy YR (KS y2i &SG O02YLX SGS N day. LIKO 12 Hi 2D 2i
C dzii dzMdNrEtation62:4, 357). Advent propels us yet again into the very present tensidn
between past and future, fulfilment and promise, mystery and miracle. Advent invites us t@ con-
sider again what it means to live-between the once and future Christ. At the micro level, Ad-
vent reminds us as a faith community, and as individuals, that we are not alone on our joufney
through tumultuous and uncertain times, empty abundance and abundant emptiness, cultural
complexity and confounding conflict. Ours is not the first faith community to be challenged] nor
are we the first people in history to be concerned about what tomorrow may bring.

We would do well to consider the interim time at First Baptist in Newton as our own Ad-
vent: a season of pregnant possibility. Just as in days of old, when the Spirit broke through tradi-
tion, institution and establishment by means of humble birth, it could well be that the Spirit|is
breaking through our own pretensions of tradition, institution and establishment by means jof
KdzYof S NBOANIK® Wdzald a (GKS adNBy3az dzySl|dz &
deep, rich and intense themes for our time, they speak to our own local Adwemim experi-
ence at First Baptist in Newton. Take the journey. Ponder the mystery. Engage the questians.
9YONI OS G(GKS K2LSo {dFre FftSNI® a{dFyR dzLJ|I YR
Ay3 ySI N
Grace, Peace and Courage to you, in CHasyce Greer.
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INNER PREPARATIONMRFADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

LG Aa ' RISyl FYR ¢S FYGAOALI GS GKS
the return of Jesus Christ. What do we do to prepare FBC Newton, our homes
FILYAfASAT SGOXT2N GKS asSlazyk ¢t KS
The garland is on the mantle. The candles are in the window. The musicisint
background. The Giving Tree is up in the church. The Advent Wreath is situate
next to the lectern. The creche is waiting for the arrival of those little pieces.

So all the outside preparations are done! What about the inside? What have wg
done to prepare our hearts, souls, and minds for the seasons? Will the outside ‘
RSO2N} GA2ya 3ISG dza Ay GKS GaLIANRGE 2
iKSe R2yQio® LT ¢S Oly 0SS AydSyuaArzy
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wreath, we can be intentional about hanging the seasons on our hearts, in our ‘ MlﬂlSte_r fOf

tions, and with our commitment.

As you read the newsletter and attend worship, you will see and hear several wg
in which you can begin to decorate the inside and prepare your spirit for the Arri
Below is a list of what you can do. Take part. Embrace it. Enjoy it. Live it. Be it

Blessings and Peace,
Linda

Advent Devotions for adults and families in the chape

Advent Soup and Study on Wednesday nights
Hope and Healing Service on Thursday, December 3§
The Giving Tree participation for The Second Step
Program

Decorating the Church and Fellowship on December
Weekly Email Devotions and special Advent reading
via email

Advent readings in Worship

Intergenerational Christmas Sunday Carol Sing, duri
Sunday school on December 20

Regular Sunday school participation

Regular Worship attendance

Daily prayer

Christian- .
Education:
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