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&' YR Y2 FBCN Responds to Haiti Earthquake
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In the weeks following the devastating .
hop_e, and love earthquakes in Haiti, members of First Bag- It :-:E
ablde, [{a[EIS<M tist Church in Newton came together to re{ M }E’-‘-}"‘
three: and the spond to the disaster. Through prayer ang "Z ‘._.:.'
; support of members with family in Haiti, to ==
OICEICHRURGER: S o . NHz0OS DNB SNDA
A a events and their aftermath, to collections of
funds forOne Great Hour of Shariaqd the
el il kel Hospitol Bon Samaritawhere our member
Alta Hodges is working , to assembling hy
giene and baby kits for Church World Serv
(see photo), FBCN has risen up to help anfl
respond.

And the work continues. Throughout = L
this issue offhe Beacothere are articles L to R: Joyce Morin, Alta Hodges and Alexar-
and notes about the ways each of us can dria Green with as;embl_ed Churc_h. World Sef-
help. Gordon Swan, on behalf of the Boarfl Vice baby and hygiene kits for Hait.
of Outreach, outlines a variety of needs ont
Inside this issue: page 4. In addition to raising funds, FBCN involvement of everyone able to help. Per-
hopes to assemble and ship as many Churbhps most important is the call for continued
Haiti & FBCN 1 World Service kits as possible before Febryrayer for those affected.
ary 14. On page 11 there is information In the midst of transition and self
From Our (WX about a majorevent i KS OK dzND KtOdy, FEGNAthisimérah and in the months
Ministers 3 of the Duke University Chorale to benefit to comet is heeding the call to serve those
Haitian earthquake relief that calls for the most in need.
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TAKE HEART!
FROM THE INTERIM $BR MINISTER

February brings with it lovely traditions, such as Ground Hog Day, Super Bowl Sundgy, Val-

Annual Mtng 5

News & Notes 6 & 7

; SyiAySQa 5Fex tNBaARSyidiaQ 5Fex aoOkz22ft |@d+ O
Family News 8 _ ) - : .
thaws and maple sugaring season provide common cures fexwmigdr fatigue and cabin
Adult Educ. 9 fever. Super Bowl Sunday has become a veritable national holiday that many enjoy. yalen-
_ GAySQa 51& OStSoNIdGdSa GKS t20S Ay 2dzNJ|Jt AT
Duke Univ. 10 vide opportunities for muctmeeded rest and recreation, at least for the kids! In the imnjie-
Chorale! RAFUGUS FFAGSNXYEGK 2F GKS {GFLGS 2F GKS | yAz2y
GSNI FYyR £ SIFRSNBEKALI Oy AYRSSR YI1S | RATT

Calendar 11 (Continued on pagg)




TAKE HEARTContinued from pagg)

C2NJ f2y3adZFFSNAYI ol aSoltt FlLya KAOSNY| GA\
discussions about the upcoming baseball season keep dreams alive.

There is much also to dishearten us. Since January 12, the horrors and hardship
caused by the earthquake in Part-Prince, Haiti forever changed the lives of millions. The
scope and scale of need is beyond our imagining. Given the substantial logistics challenges,
all rescue, recovery and relief efforts required more than Herculean effort on the part of
thousands from scores of nations. Many are missing and presumed dead, including any
number of Americans caught by the earthquake while engaging in humanitarian pursuits.
From the Add to this the ongoing global economic crisis, troubles in Afghanistan and elsewhere} con-

tinuing concerns with extremism and terrorism, human rights concerns, grinding poverty,

)

|nteri m the list goes on. On the national scale, millions are out of work and many more lack afford-
able healthcare. Our economy struggles to recover following a deprebks@meltdown in
Senior the fall of 2008. Partisan paralysis, poisonous punditry, political posturing and shameléss

populism add insult to the all of the above injury.
Then again, there is much to hearten us. The global outpouring of compassion ahd
concern for the Haitian people has been incredible. A single television concert, watchéd by
more than 80 million people while being simulcast on any number of networks, raised tens
of millions of dollars in a few hours. Thousands of volunteers have gone and will contipue to
go to Haiti to assist with recovery, relief and rebuilding efforts. Social media have madg the
almost instantaneous donation of millions of dollars possible. So much good is coming out
2F a2 YdzOK adzZFFSNAY3IH G2 KSy olFR GKAy3a|l KII
speak well of our capacity for good as human beings. The people of greater Boston and of
this church thus far have proven to be exceedingly generous with their time, talent ang
GNBI adzZNB Ay NBalLkRyasS G2 1 FAGAQA K2dzNJ 2|F y !
do, on behalf of those in need. We will keep you posted regarding continuing needs and op-
portunities.
There is much to hearten us as well about the First Baptist Church in Newton. Our staff
YR fF& fSFRSNBR R2 &S2YlLyQa ¢2N] 6SS1 | Fi
finances and facilities. On any given Sunday, dozens of adults, youth and children open their
minds, hearts, Bibles and books as they seek to grow in their discipleship. Scores mofe wor-
ship faithfully in our sanctuary, gathering with fellow members and friends, while welcam-
ing our guests with warm hospitality. The pastoral search committee is now at full speed as
they move us through the aiinportant presearch selstudy phase, gathering internal data
from the congregation by means of surveys and cottage meetings before gathering external
data from our community and cultural context. | am disheartened, on the other hand, Qy the
decline in Sunday worship participation, down 25 percent in just four short years; and gven
more disheartened for our visitors, who see a near empty church and too often fail to re-
turn. What can we do about that?
There is so much to hearten, and dishearten, us at every level of life. That being the
case, | take heart from what Jesus said to his disciples in the midst of crisis and challgnge,
G.dzli GF1S O2dNF 38T LJolI1663). CdaqyeiedABeNIiR, hawe|8y 4 |
GNF YaF2NYAY3I +y AYyailidNHzySyid 2F KdzYAf Al jAzy
GakK201 YR 4S¢ o6dzi o0& 3INIOS FyR {NHziK|d ¢ |
and pray for courage!
Grace and Peace to all, in Christ,
Bruce Greer

Interim Senior Minister.
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