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Welcome 2010! New Directions for a New Year?

FROM THE MODERATOR: much time to church-meetings. The-Byvs

The New Year begins with many of us mak€ommittee has presented to the Church

ing New Years resolutions to change for th€ouncil a possible new one board structure

¥ better. As a church we are on the cusp of for the church. The one board would be the

making changes too. At our annual businegshurch Council. The church is holding a lunch

| meeting after church on January3the meeting after church on Januarytitb dis-

Nominating Committee will present a list ofcuss possible solutions to our leadership cri-

persons they recommend to fill positions ofsis. At the Annual Meeting the church will

leadership and service. They struggle to findeed to formally consider whether it wants

persons willing to fill all the positions on outo try a new board structure. Current by

boards and committees. Members want to laws would have to be suspended and provi-

actively participate in doing the work of the sional bylaws drafted based on the new di-

church, but many prefer to spend their timerection the congregation chooses.

ushering, taking food to the Newton Food The church is at a critical time in its life.

Pantry, teaching Sunday school, organizing=hoosing new directions may mean choosing

food and service for Common Cathedral orto travel on a new road with provisional by

¥ mission offering campaign, or taking flowerkws so we can get to our destination of a

and visiting shutns. more robust church family. Please plan to
Church bylaws require the Nominatingparticipate in the January faunch discus-

vl Committee to fill positions that were estab-sion after church and on January*2t the

b LB o b lished when the church was larger and con&nnual business meeting in fellowship hall.

munication among members required per- & Jenny Weisz

From Our Sl sonal meetings. Now we can communicate

Ministers 3 | through personal meetings, but also throug

Church News &4 & 5 email so that our time can be used more ef-

fectively on task. We could focus giving time SAVE THE DATES:

to church activities rather than devoting so Jan 10: Luncheon Discussio
Jan 31: Annual Meeting

Inside this issue:

Notes

Family News 6&7

Celebrations 6 | The AughtS'?

FROM THE INTERIM SENIOR MINISTER:
¢Sy @SIFENR 323 6S g2NNASR | 284 Fo2dzi |a, H
January 1, 2000, we feared all sorts of catastrophes, from power grid failures to plangs fal-
Calendar 9 ling from the sky, to Armageddon. Dale and | arranged for our son to return from a Christ-
mas trip to England by December 31, 1988t in caseWhile folks with real responsibili-
Brian McLaren 10 ties worried about the Y2K effect on our computiiven world, the rest of us debated the
at FBCN!

Adult Educ. & 8
Learning

(Continued on pagg)
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THE AUG HTS@ontinued from pagg)

millennial question: i.e. does the 2tentury began with 2000 or 2001. In the interest of full
disclosure, | came down on the side of 2001. Assuming that the first year of the Common
Era was Year 1, that the First Millennium walk0DO C.E. and that the Second Millennium
was 10012000 C.E., we must therefore assume that th& @antury and Third Millennium
C.E. began with the year 2ZDHowever, | digress!

Now we have an equally interesting debate going on, from the highest echelons ¢f the
Modern Language Association to everyday dtivee radio talk shows. As we commence
GKS-GBByazé 6S 62yRSNI gKI G @ntudyl Radlio statioss | T A N.
OKNAGS 2y LXF@Ay3d aYdaAioOo 2F GKS ynQasz |bna
2 whatever. So then, what will we call the years from 2000 to 2009? Any suggestions? Should
|nterim we call the first decade of the 2DSy dzZNE GKS 4l dAKGAaKE hdINI F;

. referred to the first ten years of the 30O Sy (i dzNBE | & G KS dal dAKI es

Senior © EE YSz2yS Grti1 o Edz@é%@@/gmdfaﬁlwgm Hayr da=K GR 2Ay3z
G2 mpnp YR mMpndd 126 | o02dzi dzaK 5AR2UKE t |
Minister 2N 6KS wSR {2E _éyﬁ i KS -F/ 2ddNEKSE 2_2'-FKI-['11'3K§?2. | 8Y200% \
No matter what we call the first decade of the*2dentury, one thing we do know: th

Y2K problem was the least of our worries. Planes indeed fell from the sky, but not as We
AYFIAYSR® cun RFE&@& | FGSNI WHydzZ NB mMZ HAannZ
Center, one into the Pentagon, and one into the ground in rural Pennsylvania. Other horrors
Y followed: the 3/11/04 attacks in Madrid, the 7/7/2005 attacks in London, the 11/26
N 29/2008 attacks in Mumbai, not to mention the commencement of protracted wars in Ifaq
Bl and Afghanistan, let alone elsewhere. Sadly, like every other decade in recorded histdry, we
humans perpetrated, and suffered from, violence of every kind, virtually everywhere. With-
d2dzi J2Ay3 Ayid2 | LI AYyFdAg tAGFye “zehturi KS| 621
agree that the aughts ought to have been different.

No matter what we call the decade we just survived, the challenges remain. On the
global scale, there is much to concern us, from climate change to ceaseless conflict, tp en-
ergy needs and economic challenges, to human rights and needs of every kind. Our national
| agenda is no less daunting. Name your issues; concerns for partisan political gridlock jand
B shrill, uncivil discourse occupy the top of my list. How can we talk about the most compel-

g ling issues of our time if we cannot talk with each other in the first place? Add to all of this
the local issues that concern us. Again, name your issues. In the meantime, faith communi-
8 ties like ours have important choices to make regarding our posture and process in these
challenging times. We can hunker down, soldier on and hope for better days, busines$ as
usual; or, we can engageiimentional personal and congregational practi¢kat open us
in deeper ways to God, to others and to ourselves.
: Some years ago, historian Martin Marty spoke of the grand irony of American sogiety,
jl i.e. that we are, at the same time, a very secular and very religious society. Perhaps that is
still the case; but | find as much irony in the fact that as traditional congregations like qur
own decline, spiritual hungers and interests persist, even intensify. That said, the challenge
for congregations like ours is to discern, develop and deliver the most efficacious and effec-
tive ways and means to engage the deep spiritual hungers of our time, to address the|most
compelling needs of our time, and to build a generative and gdaisen community for
people living through these times. Folks, we are not just between settled pastors at Fifst
Baptist in Newton; we are on an incredible jourrimstween paradigm® ¢ KS & | dZ3 K § 2
to have taught us that by now. The needs and opportunities are endless. Got couragep

From Ehe

Grace and Peace,
Bruce Greer.
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THE GIFT OF A CHILD

Dear God,

We want to thank you for this wonderful gift. It was a glorious sight to see this
beautiful child who brings such spirit and life into a world in need. He was bor
ddzOK | Kdzyoft S L)X I OS (2 &adzOK | 3ISyif
know what to say, for we stand in awe of the grace in which you share him wit

The gift of this child brings with Him the spirit of many: >
-The child who was a tender surprise and the child chosen by mom and d4iRI = elaa 185
-The child who can never be born and the child who is a medical miracle [ ¢

The gift of this child brings with Him the spirit of many: Minister for

Christian’

-The child that is hungry and the child that will never starve
-The child that is lost and the child that was just found

The gift of this child brings with Him the spirit of many: .
-The child that was loved for 100 days and the child that lived over 100 ye Educatlon
-The child that is yet to be born to the child that is within our own hearts

The child born to us this day is precious in your sight and called by the name J
We know that we are precious in your sight God and you have called us by na
too. We will do our best not to let you down for the blanket of grace surroundi
this child is the same grace that comforts us. We feel that grace in our lives a
will share it in the way we share the love of this child with everyone we know a
everyone we have yet to meet. The gift of this child is too precious to keep to o
selves. We will give to others in the way you give to us. We will remember the
and care in which you brought him into this world and share that same spirit wi
everyone near and far.

We are humbled by this gift and will treasure him always. Thank you for the g
a child.

With love,
Your children




FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSSEES

As we begin a new year we celebrate that there has been progress in making our historic
and beautiful building more welcoming and inviting! The area under the chancel has been
painted and carpeted, and the lower level washrooms have been renewed. We encourage
you to take a tour!

Much more needs to be done. Lighting the exterior, Sanctuary carpeting, refurbish-
ing a very dingy kitchen are some of our goals for the months ahead. We fully realize that
all our resources cannot be used for building needs. However, in order for our building to
be an outreach to the community, it must be regularly maintained.

We were disappointed that additional outside lighting, especially of the driveway,
could not be accomplished before Christmas Eve. Steve Loar came to the rescue by mount-
ing temporary lights to make the driveway more accessible. Thank you Steve!!

A Saturday morning party to organize and clear out the area under the Sanctuary will
soon be scheduled. Please join us for a fun time of working together! Treasures are sure to

be discovered!
a Edith Swan

Thanks to All Who Participated in the Pastoral Search Survey!
The survey, developed by the Hartford Institute for Religion Research, was distributed in December
and is designed to help us discern what we need and hope for in our pastoral leadership.

REMINDER: Please return all surveys by January 3. If you need a survey or are unable to complete
your survey by that date, please contact Linda Duncombe (duncombe@bu.edu 096524 726)or
Carolyn LaFreniere (rubylaf@aol.com or 6332-9654). The voice of each and every member is
important in our search and we will do whatever we can to accommodate you.

| FROM THE SEARCH COMIMEE

a. dzu £t The Search Committee met multiple times in ~ Over the coming month we will submit
ligelnaRialcRale]pa[c1a| 8 December as we continued with our self  the Hartford surveys for analysis. We will
you discover your study process (see article in the Dec. issueatdo continue with our seltudy, gaining a

astor is leavin The Beacon). As most reading this will  better understanding of the issues facing us
P i 9 ; know, we distributed copies dthe Pastoral now (such as the leadership issues discussed
VIRV RETiSTRINEI Search Inventorgieveloped by The HartfordA y WSy y&Qa F NIAOE S 2y
new pastor is in Seminary (see above),Aar]d yhostedAav ~ past workAarJdAinitiati\{es, including research
place you are joure YY2NYAY I -2Fu RAWNSDQ A @anhy doBuBiénts [grodScild by the ReVisioning

L q 13 when church members came together taJNE OS&aa 2F GKS SIFNI @& H
neying towar a collectively complete the survey. Twomt ity Task Force, and others. Look for details
(ool palpalelaNelelnalnalIcll for the event was very good and we have about upcoming Cottage Meetings as well,
MR- Rl A=} since also distributed copies of the survey where members will have the opportunity
e current members unable to attend, key re- to further discuss these issues.

and new mls_'SIOn' cent or inactive members, members of the We continue to be guided by the book
RV RCUCR IR | o \th and others. Our hope is for as large & Change of Pastobs Loren Mead, where

WKANRY 3 participation as possible andsowe askank S y 2 2yfté& RA&A0dzaasSa

N Y R s members who have not yet completedthey S& 2 Q 2 NJ & SlidsSyiaart & u

F2NNIF A2 survey to contact us (see above). Thereisl Yy S¢ LI} au2NJ 6aSS fl ad
L still time for your voice to be heard! Last | f a2 GKS Q@SNIAOIf 22d

¢ Loren MeadA month we also took time to discuss the  developmental tasks that will help us collec-
Change ol 3=1si10] 5] search process that brought Charley to us tively come to terms with the past and dis-
and his tenure at FBCN. Rev. Linda Mooreover our new identity as we transition to
joined us to share some of her experiencesand welcome a new pastor. 2010 should be
and thoughts with the committee. an exciting year as we work to discern all
that God would have us do and become!




FROM THE BOARD OF OUTREACH
Great gladness is in givinghe essence of livinggiving! We have just had the aweso
experiences of Advent and Christmas in which we have been reminded that absolute Fro m th e
OALf G2 2dz2NJ FFAOGK Aa D2RQa 3IATFE gKAOK ® ‘
expressions or experiences. But we still keep on using every opportunity to engage @ B 0 ard S &,
aStoSa LISNaz2ylftfte Ay (GKS dzyaSlk NOKIofS N >
Committees

A T dz

2RQ
Praise God!

Thank you for participating in thepecial givingf this season. Over 45 women ang
children of Second Step (for victims of abuse) received gifts so they could have a bet
Christmas. Some students from Boston College sold Christmas Cards so that approx
$200.00 was raised for Pine Street Inn to assist some of those who are homeless. O
atthe splendidandwell GG SYRSR n 2Q0ft 201 YR wmm 2
vices affirmed our ongoing support for the needy Newton Food Pantry. The Red Wag
Collection Communion Sundays'@ne January 3) helps to&ejoice!

The New Year opens many other occasions for sharing love. Iy
January we contribute to thRetired Ministers and Missionaries Thank
You Offering Joyce Morin has stepped forward to be the coordinator for
this kindhearted event. Many of our ministers are in great need and it
makes us and them feel good to know that they can receive help and are
appreciated for all their years of dedicated servithank You!

AnOutreach Opportunities Surveig being developed so each of us can indicate
areas in particular where we would have great gladness with inclusive outreach. This
offer us also the occasion to suggest new and significant mission projects which trul
vide us the excitement of living as giving. All of us can assist, in ways we are able, to
2dzNJ / KdzZNOKQa O2YYAGYSyd G2 6S OFNRy3a |
What a privilege to feel and heabetter! Celebrate!
a Gordon Swan

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
We thank all those who so generousl

A LIk SRASR-AY & dzLJLJ2 N|

N
00 «Z O_O P]A Whr%n%h QCNﬁ‘l:'December. Unfortu-
able, according to the  nately, pledging numbers are still sign{fies

blessing of the Lord your Gogantly short of our 2010 budget goal of

- « A O?,O . If you have not yet submittg
SZ s, Z- P]A v iéu pHe for 2010 PLEASE do so &

Deuteronomy 16:17 NRSV  s00n as you are able. We hope for
and depend ort the participation of
each member at this important time.
Thank you.

FROM THE HOSPITALITY COMMIT TEE A HOST!

Thank you to EVERYONE who has hosted a Fellowship Hour in the past yegus Sign
now available for upcoming weeks. Please volunteer to host or help. The snack can |
ple; we do encourage at least one neweet item. Instructions are available.

The Fellowship Hour extends the welcome of the Worship Service, and has been m
joyed by all. It helps us to become better acquainted with one another as well as wit
tors. Let us all share in this worthwhile ministry!

t Edith Swan



