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Dear Members and Friends of First Baptist Church, 
 The Church Council is happy 
to announce that Rev. Bruce A. 
Greer will begin serving as the 
Interim Senior Minister at First 
Baptist Church on July 15th.  
Following his first Sunday to lead 
us in worship on July 19th, the 
Deacons will host a special 
reception in the Chapel to 
welcome Bruce and his wife, Dale, 

into our church family. 
 Bruce comes with the skills we need in preaching, 
teaching, pastoral care, administration, specific training 
and experience as an intentional interim minister, with an 
openness and sensitivity that will help us all explore our 
Christian beliefs more fully and a way forward for our 
church as we search for a new Senior Minister.  
 An ordained American Baptist minister for 32 years, 
Bruce has served three senior pastorates in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island and several interim pastorates in three 
denominations. Most recently he was the full-time Interim 
Senior Minister at Calvary Baptist Church in Denver from 
2006-2008.While in Denver, he also completed a 12-
month full-time Chaplain Residency in Clinical Pastoral 
Education at the University of Colorado Hospital in 2004-

2005. 
 A graduate of Andover Newton Theological School, 
Bruce earned a Master of Arts in Sociology at UMass, 
Amherst and completed extensive graduate coursework 
there.While at Amherst he studied Baby Boomer 
spirituality. As a research associate with Hartford Seminary 
and Christian Theological Seminary, Bruce studied 
mainline Protestant growth and decline and published 
chapters in Church and Denominational Growth, and A 
Case Study of Mainstream Protestantism. He earlier 
earned a Master of Theology in church growth theory at 
Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Philosophy at Alderson Broaddus College in West 
Virginia. 
 We welcome Bruce to First Baptist Church! We look 
forward to his leadership for at least the next twelve 
months as he leads us to meet the current challenges of 
Christian discipleship and develop our vision for the future 
of our church.  Bruce is eager to meet each of you as he 
begins his ministry here. Please join us in church on July 
19th and throughout the remainder of the summer to give 
Bruce your own personal welcome. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jenny Weisz 

Moderator &  Chair, Interim Minister Search Committee 

FBCN Welcomes New Interim Minister  

Mission to Peru Needs Your Help 
At the end of July, church member Magda Lopez will be visiting  her home country of Peru 
and is requesting our help.  As she describes in the following open letter to FBCN, she will be 
working with a church in the city of Inquitos to finish the construction of much-needed bath-
room facilities (shown in photos).  This is an exciting mission project for First Baptist to be 
part of in support of a wonderful member of our church.   
 
The Church Council has voted  whole-heartedly  to support Magda's fundraising efforts and 
encourages members to consider making a donation to this worthy cause.  Checks should be 
made out to the church with a memo that funds are for PERU.                         

(Continued on page 5) 
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What is Church? 
 
IŀǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳ άǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳέΚ  LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ŀƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǿΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 
church for you?  I mentioned that question in an article earlier this year and it has come up again.  
What is church?  Over the past few months, I have had the honor of seeing and serving First Baptist 
Church from a different perspective.  It has been a joy to witness the people who make this church 
be a church.  In a recent worship service, I shared with you a few of the things that I have seen and 
heard.  Here they are, along with a few more: 
 

The way you celebrate children and youth in the worship service, even providing them 
opportunities to lead you in worship 
The way three young adults stepped in and spent two weekends in a row with our youth, when my 
commitment needed to be here - celebrating at the youth lock-in and then providing a wonderful retreat at 
hǾŜǊƭƻƻƪ CŀǊƳ όǎŜŜ [ŀǳǊŜƴ !ǎƘōǊƻƻƪΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘύΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ W.ƛǊŘΣ WŀŎƻōΣ ŀƴŘ WŀȅΦ 
The way you have celebrated the Sunday school teachers in your appreciation and attendance 
The way you have ministered to people like Beth Beaumont and her family, Luz Reardon, Beverly Booth, the 
Tibbetts family with their new addition Patrick 
The way you minister to those who are caring for their spouses and parents, and countless others, including as 
I type, the Ximines Family 
¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ /ŀǊŜǊΩǎ [ƛǎǘ 
The way you reached out for the Walk for Hunger, Habitat for Humanity, BKC, the way many of you stepped up 
to help with the Beacon Coffeehouse 
The way the members of the Nominating Committee, and the Interim Search Team, have stepped up and 
produced some wonderful results 
The way you celebrated at the business meeting in June, there was a positive spirit and hope for what is to 
come, a confidence in your Endowment Trustees and Church Council and Moderator Jenny Weisz 

 
 What is church for you?  For me, church is where you keep Christ at the center and then your actions follow suit.  
I shared a piece of advice with the church leadership as we began this transition together:  Keep Christ at the Center.  
In all the work that we do, the decisions we make, the challenges we face, the people that we meet and the steps we 
take, keep Christ in the center because apart from Christ, we are nothing. 
 Well, they have done just that.   I am so proud of all of you because of what you have done and continue doing as 
ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLΩƭƭ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀ ƴŜǿ {ŜƴƛƻǊ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴΣέ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ 
continued to make church happen and you continue to keep the Spirit of Christ growing and nurturing each life that 
we touch. 
 Continue on being that church as we welcome Rev. Bruce Greer as our Intentional Interim.  I am excited about 
what is to come!  This is going to be a wonderful trip to be on, with many opportunities to continue the process that 
you have started, working together as the Body of Christ.   And while we continue on this journey with Bruce, continue 
asking yourself the question, what is church for you? 
        
Blessings and Peace,  
Linda 

From the Minister of Christian Education  

Our Sunday Worship Schedule for July 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour 

See the Calendar on Page 9 τ or visit www.fbcnewton.orgτ for additional events and activities. 



The Beacon 3 July 2009 

 

A Message from Kevin Boettger 
hƴ aŀȅ мтǘƘΣ C./bΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ  ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
graduating seniors delivered sermons to the congregation.  
[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
from Brian Heffernan. This month,  Kevin Boettger shares 
the text of his sermon, with reflections about his years in 
Youth Fellowship.    

 
Youth Fellowship.  The name says it all.  It is a group of 

kids with packed and busy schedules who meet every 
other Sunday night for a relaxing 2 hours 
to learn about their faith.  For me, 
though, it has been much more than that.  
Over the seven years that I have been 
involved in youth fellowship, I have 
grown in innumerable ways.    

 When I first started coming to the 
meetings in the 6th ƎǊŀŘŜΣ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ 
enthusiastic about it.  I figured it would 
be a rather boring extension of the morn-
ing church service: lots of reading, lots of 
talking, but not much activity.  I remem-
ber dreading that coming to the two-hour 
meetings, which I viewed at the time as 
excruciatingly long, would cut into my 
video-ƎŀƳŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
long until I began to look forward to them.  The group din-
ner combined with game time, bible study, and singing 
served as the perfect release from any pent up stress I had 
accumulated during the week.  Through community ser-
vice projects such as the mission trip to West Virginia, 
/ƻƳƳƻƴ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΣ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ 
ǘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
community.   

 We recently drew up a mission statement as a group 
ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ƛǘǎ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΥ ƛǘ ƛǎ άǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ 
faith, to love one another in community, and to live out 
ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ нн ǾŜǊǎŜǎ от ŀƴŘ 
оф ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘέΣ ŀƴŘ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ  CǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴƻǿΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
has epitomized these commandments.  Every time we 

convene, there is a definite unity and 
commonality amongst the youth and 
youth leaders.  It is a love and apprecia-
tion for God and his teachings.   
 We are also brought together 
through fellowship and prayer.  Not only 
that, we are involved in both the church 
and surrounding communities, sharing 
our gifts and talents through Youth Sun-
day and service projects such as the Over-
look Farm trip, the Heifer Project, Walk 
for Hunger, and Habitat for Humanity.  If 
the youth keep this up, and if the congre-
gation remains supportive of the youth, 
their group will continue to live out its 
mission statement and enrich both the 

church and surrounding community.   
 As I graduate from high school and leave this great 

group of people, I always cherish the friendships I have 
made and continue to keep the faith in God that I have 
garnered from this experience strong.  The experience has 
been invaluable and has truly had a positive impact on my 
life.  

Despite the Rain, Teachers Shine  
The church honored its dedicated team of Sunday School 

teachers with an end-of-the-
year picnic on June 14th.  Al-
though the picnic was driven 
inside due to rain, everyone en-
joyed the fun, fellowship and 
delicious food.   
 

Teachers are needed for the 
summer and fall.  Anyone inter-
ested in finding out about these 

important and rewarding opportunities should contact Molly 
Edmonds (pictured here at the picnic with husband, Jeff, and 
Rev. Linda Moore).   

Beacon Coffeehouse  
The Church Council  voted 
to continue  the popular 
Beacon Coffeehouse into 
the coming year . All net  
proceeds from the per-
formances will benefit the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ 
including those with or-
ganizations like Kupenda 
for the Children, the New-

ton-Tanzania Collaborative, the developing church 
in Inquitos, Peru, and others.  For more information 
about the Beacon Coffeehouse and how to help, 
please contact Donna Vello at the church office.   
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From Friday, June 5th through Sunday, June 7th members ƻŦ C./bΩǎ 
youth fellowship spent the weekend working and learning at Heifer 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ hǾŜǊƭƻƻƪ CŀǊƳ ƛƴ wǳǘƭŀƴŘΣ a!Φ  Lauren Ashbrook was 
one of the participants and submitted this report of their experience:   
 
At the beginning of June, the FBC youth fellowship went on a 
wonderful (short) mission trip to Overlook Farm.  Overlook is a 
learning center for the Heifer International project, which our 
church has always supported.  The farm has all kinds of international 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ άDƭƻōŀƭ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǾŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ 
people from all over the world are replicated.   
 Our youth group got there on a Friday night and, immediately 
after we settled into our tents, we started to explore.  One of the 
first sights was a huge, loveable camel named Abu Dhabi who let us 
pet him and give him kisses.  Then, we stumbled upon a barn full of 
goats, sheep, and even a donkey! A volunteer from the farm let us 
into the pen where we got to play around with the animals.  We had 
ŀ ǘƻƴ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
be so close to the animals.  Everything at Overlook was hands-on.  
From milking goats to feeding terrifying water buffalo, there was 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǊȅΗ   
 The next day we woke up early and went straight to the barn 
to be assigned to chores (see photos).  It was hard, dirty work, yet it 
thrilled all of us!  No chore seemed boring.  Whether you were 
working with pigs, goats, llamas, yaks, cows, rabbits, or guinea pigs, 
you were bound to have fun!  After chores we did some educational 
activities with Katie and Grace, two volunteers assigned to our youth 
group.  They laid a big map of the world in front of us and asked us 
to put one hundred green, and one hundred yellow chips on it (see 
photo bottom left).  Each green chip represented one hundredth of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƘƛǇ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ м҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
amount of chips for each continent.  The youth worked together to 
ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ  Lǘ ǎǘǳƴƴŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΩ ƘǳƎŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŧǳƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ IŜƛŦŜǊΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ 
themselves despite the private consumption rate and got us all in check with the world we share.   
 After learning how to cook a traditional Guatemalan meal outdoors and from scratch, taking a tour of the farm 
and Global Village, and doing our afternoon chores, we prepared for the most exciting experience yet, our night in the 
Global Village.  Here we could truly experience the life of a poor family, dependent on their land and animals.  We each 
packed a bag with a few necessities and headed to a meeting room.  There the youth were split into three groups.  
Each was to stay in the traditional home of an impoverished family from a certain country.  Our FBC group was 
assigned to the countries of Thailand, Tibet, and Mexico (bordering the U.S.).  Two members from each group were 
also assigned some kind of handicap.  For example, in my group, my left hand was broken and had to stay in a fist, 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ¢ƻƳƳȅ aƻōƭŜȅ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōŀƭƭƻƻƴ ǘŀǇŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƻǇ (see photo 
on pg. 5)!   
 ²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿΣ ōƛȊŀǊǊŜ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ άŦŀƳƛƭȅέΦ  9ŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ  IŜǊŜ 
we bought materials to cook our dinners, with only a certain amount of money, and we were fairly restricted to foods 

(Continued on page 5) 

Youth ½Jump In½ at Overlook Farm  
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Overlook Farm, cont.   
that were native to our region of the world.  Then we returned to our home 
and cooked dinner in our fire pit.  Starting up a fire was quite a challenge but 
luckily Jen Holthouse was a pro.  Over dinner our respective families had to 
discuss a problem that was given to the inhabitants of each country.  It was a 
realistic problem for those in each place and no solution was perfect.  We had 
to come together to decide the best way for our family, whether we 
considering crossing the border because our food was scarce, or because the 
government was after our land.  Later in the evening our youth group 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƛōŜǘΨ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻƴŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ (see photo 
below).  In the morning we cooked breakfast in the global village, set out to 
do some chores, had a recap of the night all together, and prepared to leave 

the farm.  Absolutely no one was ready to go home.  It was especially tough parting with the camel.   
 This mission trip was led by our youth group assistants Jay 
Cram, Jacob Burkhart, and Julie-Ann (J-Bird) Burkhart.  They 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ 
that they are now a part of the fellowship.  These guys are 
teachers, but also great friends and never stopped coming up with 
ideas for wild games.  On our Overlook weekend we learned, 
ǇƭŀȅŜŘΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘΣ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ōƻƴŘŜŘΦ  IŜƛŦŜǊΩǎ 
mission statement is to work with communities to end hunger and 
poverty and to care for the earth.  The youth jumped right in, went 
to Overlook, and helped out!  It was a blast and I hope we can go 
back soon! 

 

The church will then cut a check for Magda.  Below is the letter from Magda de-
scribing her trip and what she hopes to accomplish with our support:       
         

Dear friends at First Baptist Church in Newton, 
 

I'm writing to inform you that I will go to Peru at the end of July for roughly a 
month. The members of the church have always been very generous during my 
previous trips. Now I want to ask every member if they can contribute once again 
with any amount as my trip will ensure the construction of the bathroom for the 
church in Iquitos, Peru. I started this project two years ago thanks, in part, to sup-
port from members of our church, but to date it remains unfinished. I must purchase a new ceramic toilet, finish the 
wall with tile, and complete the floor.  I hope to use these facilities as a tool to teach important lessons about prac-
ticing good hygiene, as a large number of people in Iquitos are not privileged to have bathroom facilities readably 
available to them on a daily basis.  As a child of God, I wish only to better their lives through any means necessary 
and this is the next step forward.  My goal is to reach $1,300.00, so any possible assistance is welcomed.  As always , 
I thank you for all your assistance in these requests. 

Sincerely, 
Magda Lopez 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mission to Peru, cont.   
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Spring Business Meeting¹An Overview 

  

 On Sunday, June 7, First Baptist in Newton held its annual Spring Business meeting.  The meeting provided up-
ŘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊƻŎƪȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ /ƻƳπ
mittee for the Senior Pastor.  Below is a brief summary of the topics discussed, adapted from the minutes submitted 
by church clerk, Ann Grantham (Thank you, Ann!).  For a full copy of the minutes, please contact the Church Office.   
 
FROM THE BOARDS and COMMITTEES:  
 Nominating Committee: The church voted to approve Vimal Akhouri to serve as an Endowment Trustee and 
also to appoint the following members to the Search Committee for the Senior Pastor: Peg Carroll, Amy Clark 
Feldman, Dan Heffernan, Maggie Heffernan, Mark Heim, Carolyn LaFreniere, Jim Schoonmaker, Richard Tibbetts, 
Eunice Wilson, Molly Edmonds and Dorothy Edwards (Molly and Dorothy were nominated from the floor).   Heather 
Sanborn, Chair, thanked the Committee for their thoughtful efforts in building the Search Committee.   
 Minister of Christian Education:  Rev. Linda Moore outlined the many positive things she has witnessed since 
the January Annual Meeting, including outreach efforts to the community, caring for fellow members, support of 
youth and church programming, and church strength and cohesiveness during the transition.  Significantly, she high-
lighted that the church has welcomed 10 new members since January, eight by baptism, and two by experience.    
 Board of Deacons:  In addition to their work visiting and caring for individuals, the Deacons have been inter-
viewing candidates for baptism and membership, as well as seminary students pursuing their Licenses to Preach.   
The Music Committee has been actively discussing music for worship and planning the Hardy Concert series, while 
the Hospitality Committee, grateful for the exceptional leadership and dedication of Edith Swan, has been busy coor-
dinating the many fellowship hours and events that have taken place at the church over the year.   
 Board of Education: Molly Edmonds reported on a successful Sunday School year, and reminded us that the 
Board is looking for teachers for 2009-2010. She also reported that Aga Cram and April Rezendes have been hard at 
ǿƻǊƪ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ hƴƭƛƴŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
resources.     
 Board of Trustees: The Board of Trustees is in need of new members.  Over the year it has dealt with significant 
issues related to building usage, leases, maintenance and repair τ always working to put church needs first.  It also 
worked with the Church Treasurer to assure the quick and satisfactory sale of the Eastman home, which went espe-
cially well considering the current real estate market.  
 Board of Outreach: From work with organizations like Habitat for Humanity and Kupenda, to the Beacon 
Coffeehouse, and membership in the MA Council of Churches, FBCN is actively pursuing and participating in outreach 
opportunities.  Gordon Swan outlined the many he sees, along with opportunities for future engagement.  Please 
speak with Gordon Swan or Jeff Edmonds (chair) for more detail.  
 
FROM THE TREASURER and ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE:  
 ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ  FBCN is blessed with a dedicated and knowledgeable team in Kathy Wade, Treasurer, and 
[ȅƴƴŜ [ŜǾŜǎǉǳŜΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ  [ȅƴƴŜ όǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ YŀǘƘȅΩǎ 
behalf) distributed spreadsheets of church finances, which are available from Kathy Wade or the Church Office.  In 
summary, the church is in good financial health, operating within its budget, although slightly behind in terms of both 
income and expenditures.   Pledges do remain below budget, so members are encouraged to review their pledge 
amounts and give as they are able.   While the cost of the interim ministry is not fully known, it is not expected to 


