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On May 17th, 
FBCN celebrated 
Youth Sunday, 
turning the 
worship service, 
in its entirety, 
over to the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
and young adults.  

It was a service that inspired,  as the youth shared their 
talents and wisdom with an enthusiastic congregation.     
 Music was central to the service and included 
exceptional piano, oboe, guitar, cello and vocal 
performances.  The Youth Choir is shown here singing 
Lean on Me by Bill Withersτa performance that had 
the church clapping along.   
    The 4th graders, Madalina Beaumont and Alimen 
Imsong, were presented with Bibles by their siblings, 
and graduates were recognized (see pg. 5) with a gift to 
celebrate their accomplishments, and  prayer  of 
support as they transition to work or college.  Three of 
these graduates shared their reflections with the 
congregation in sermons that will be published in The 
Beacon throughout the summer.    
 As FBCN faces its own joys and transitions in the 
months ahead, Youth Sunday provided an excellent  
reminder of the strength and value of the voices of our 
younger members.      ({ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ΨtƘƻǘƻ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΩ ƻƴ ǇƎ Φпύ  

The Youth Teach FBCN to Learn, Lean and Live 

A Message from  
Brian Heffernan 

 

hƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ C./bΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΣ 
Kevin Boettger, Elizabeth Cooke and Brian Heffernan, 
delivered sermons  to the congregation.  We hope to 
publish one of these sermons each month throughout 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ .Ǌƛŀƴ IŜŦŦŜǊƴŀƴΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎπ
tions about his years in Youth Group and the lessons he 
will take with him .  
 
I first started coming to First Baptist Church when I was 
in 7th grade because Greg Kelley and Esther Mobley 
told me it had a great youth group.  They were right!  
So I kept coming.  I have been to youth group every 
other Sunday night for the last five years and I have 
loved it.   
 
The youth group meetings are a lot of fun.  We eat, we 
sing, we play games, we pray, and we learn about God.  
I have made some nice friends in youth group and I 
have had some great leaders: Mindy, Linda, Charley, 
Greg Mobley, Kate Gallop, Jay, J-Bird, and Jacob.  They 
support me when I 
need help, and they 
ŎƘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ 
accomplished some-
thing big.   
 
I have worked on some 
cool projects with the 
youth group.  The sum-
mer before 8th grade, 
we went to West Vir-

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Youth Mission 
Learning, Leaning and Living Out for You 

Matthew 22: 34-40 
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They Have Made a Difference      
 
You teach a little by what you say. You teach the most by what you 
are. τDr. Henrietta Mears, Christian Educator 
 
Last September at the start of the Sunday school year, I held 
teacher training for the incoming teachers.  It was a wonderful night 
to learn and grow in our commitment and dedication to such a vital 
ministry for the church.  They were there to get started and 
encourage the spirit within their own hearts so that they could 
plant a seed within the hearts of those they taught. 
 
I introduced a theme to them that would be our focus for the year, 
άaŀƪƛƴƎ ! 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΥ  hƴŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜΦέ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
witness the difference that the teachers DID make with the students.  I was proud of the time and commitment that 
they put into each class and with each teacher.  It didn't matter if they had thirty students in the group or one, the 
commitment level from them was the same. 
 
As we come to a close with our regular Sunday school year, please take a moment to say thank you to these teachers 
for giving of their time, their hearts, and their experience to touch the lives of each student involved.  Did you 
participate in one of their classes?  Let them know how they made a difference for you. Let them know how they made 
a difference for your child.  Let them know how they made a difference for First Baptist Church in Newton. 
 
Teachers, thank you for making a difference for me. 
 
Blessings and Peace,   

Linda 
 
Pre K ς 2:  Jonathan Dwyer, April Rezendes, Jenny Weisz 
3rd Grade - 5th Grade:  Ann Grantham, Julie Heffernan, Martha Wright 
Middle School:  Molly Edmonds, Melissa Heim, Denis Odvarka 
High School:  Rich Carroll, Dan Heffernan, Heather Mellquist 
Faith in the World:  Edna Bargan, Edith Swan 
bǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ hǳǊ CŀƛǘƘΥ  WŜŦŦ 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎΣ .ƻō tŀȊƳƛƶƻ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΥ  [ŀǊƛǎŀ tŀȊƳƛƶƻ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ¢ŀƳƛ ²ŜƛǎȊ 
 

 

From the Minister of Christian Education  

Teacher Appreciation Picnic, Sunday, June 14  
Please join us on June 14 to honor our group of dedicated Sunday 
School teachers.  We will be having a picnic after church in celebration 
of all that they have done over the past school year. The Board of Edu-
cation will provide the main items, but we would appreciate side 
dishes.  Thank you and see you then! 
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Reflections on Teaching 
As a member of the Board of Education here at the First 
Baptist Church in Newton, I would like to say a few words 
about my experience teaching the Junior and Senior Youth 
Groups over the past few years. If someone had asked me 
in high school what career path I would have chosen, I do 
not think that teaching middle and high school students 
would have been any of my choices. Now that I look back 
at high school, I realize that the reason I have been teach-
ing middle and high school students for the past twenty 
years, was the impact that my 10th grade biology teacher, 
Ms. Shields, had on me. There was some-
thing about that class that made me look 
forward each day to what she was going to 
ask and discuss, and how that knowledge 
gave me the feeling that I had truly learned 
something and could use and apply that 
knowledge to my life that day. She was 
unique. She had taught my father Lloyd 
Carroll, North Quincy High School Class of 
1947. I graduated in 1972. She taught sev-
eral of my younger brothers and sisters. 
Ms. Shields never said anyone gave a wrong 
answer to one of her questions. She built a level of trust 
that I try to emulate with my Sunday school students now. 
She really listened to us and asked questions based on our 
responses and each inquiry. This is the kind of atmosphere 
that I try to create. 
 Teaching Sunday school here at the First Baptist 
Church in Newton has taught me to reexamine my own 
faith and belief system. It is amazing when one of my stu-
dents speaks so elegantly and from their heart about an 
opinion they hold on a relevant current event that relates 
to the biblical lesson of that day or their interpretation of 
a biblical passage that puts a whole new meaning on it for 
the class and my fellow team of teachers. It is fun to watch 
their minds and arguments evolving! There is never a dull 

moment! 
 We will be continuing to use the curriculum titled, 
ά{Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΣ ŦƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ нллф-2010 Sunday 
school year. There is an opening prayer, bible passages to 
use as a guide, and questions to generate discussion. At 
times I bring youth-related current events that can be dis-
cussed as part of the biblical narrative. The Board of Edu-
cation is currently researching web sites that Linda Moore, 
the Minister of Christian Education has given us, to possi-
bly find a different curriculum to use for the 2010-2011, 

school year. The chair of our board, Molly 
Edmonds, Linda Duncumbe, Maggie and 
Julie Heffernan and I will be researching 
these sites. Molly Edmonds and I plan to 
ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻō tŀȊƳƛƶƻΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ 
Christian Education at Andover Newton 
Theological School, here in Newton Centre, 
to explore some other ideas for possibly 
changing the current curriculum. You can be 
part of this change! We are looking for fresh 
faces and new ideas. As our church goes 
through its transition in the coming months, 

Sunday school can be a reflection of this new change! 
 Sometime in the coming months, the Board of Edu-
cation would like to take some time during the Adult Edu-
cation Series, and address some of the finer points of the 
art of teaching and give prospective teachers time to ask 
questions about teaching Sunday school. Stay tuned! 
 In closing, I would just like to say that reading and 
preparing lessons based on the bible has given me a whole 
new appreciation for the Word of God.  The Board of Edu-
cation and your students are praying that it can do the 
same for you! 
 
-   Rich Carroll  

Twenty-two Enjoyed the Dinner 
 

On Saturday evening, May 16th, twenty two people from our church had 
ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ άDǳŜǎǎ ²ƘƻΩǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5ƛƴƴŜǊέΦ  Iƻǎǘǎ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ tŀƭƳŜǊ 
and Sonja and Steve Loar had set their tables for 12 and 10 respectively. 
Everyone else had been assigned a host and a portion of the meal to 
bring. The rest was a delightful surprise. Organized by the Deacons, the 
dinners, started as annual in February 1992 and stepped up to Spring 
and Fall in 1998, enable us to get to know each other better and, in 
good Biblical tradition, to break bread together in our own homes.   
  
!ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ 


