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FBCN Wishes Godspeed to the Eastman Family

On Sunday, May 3rd, Rev. Charley Eastman deliveretbhihiou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
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journey that lies ahead for FBCN upon his departure. gathered in the Fellowship Hall for a reception honoring
The Scripture reading, Psalms 23juoted by the family. In true Baptist tradition, the food and
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Saying Goodbye and Looking Ahead: A Note from the Moderator

May marks a month of transition in our church. Charley and his vibrant family are leaving to go to a new pastorate
in Franklin. Charley leaves a spirit of love, caring, outreach and authentic discipleship from his sermons, visits, bi
ble studies, and singing. Charley, we will miss you and your family.
Mireille who brought three children into the world while here at First Baptist, will continue to practice law.
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sermon, sings from her hymnal, then skips around at fellowship spreading her own special rays of sunshine. Em-
mett explores the world as he is running out from the nursery to mingle with the big kids during after church fel-
lowship. Ameline, the little cherub, has a smile for all as she learns to walk her way into our hearts and the bigger

(Continued on pag8)



From the Senior Minister

But when the goodness and lovikpdness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of
righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his

grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

--Titus 3:47 (NRSV)

Thank you.

Thank you for the opportunity you have given me and my family these four and half years; to know you,
to work with you in ministry, and to learn from you.

Thank you for the opportunity to teach you, to lead you, and to walk with you through the valleys of
shadows you have seen.

It is Spring, and on the verge of summer the road forks and our paths diverge. We both have more to do ir
the name of Jesus Christ, though, so | wish you blessings and courage for the journey. You all will remain in my
prayers throughout the coming year, in spite of the fact that we will have little or no verbal contact.

Please know that although | am required to end my ministerial presence in your lives, when we meet
again, we are allowed (and expected, on my part) to greet one another warmly and to speak about our lives as
friends, rather than as minister and congregant. | hope that you will invest in the possibilities presented by an
interim period to reflect on where and what your church has been, as well as on where it will go. Through all of
that, it is the collective job of those who remain to continue on in the ministries and missions of First Baptist
Church.

Renewal is ahead, but not without work. That work belongs to the whole people of God at First Baptist,
not just the leaders or ministers. Find your role. Pray over it. Live into it.

It has been a privilege to serve with you, and Mireille and | will always remember you fondly as the
community that helped us through the arrival of our suddenly big family. Your witness of help and care to us was
powerful. | hope and pray that you will continue to show this grace not only to those of us with young families,
but to single adults, older couples, and all those described in your wonderful welcome statement.

Finally, to those folks who asked if they could call me in the final weeks of my being here and did not: the
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worry. You have no unfinished business with me. | move on now to a new ministry, and your ministry here enters
a time of reflection and renewal. We have toiled together, sought God together, and we will each continue to
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along with everything else that is going on in our lives. But | believe God forgives us these moments, fully aware
of our humanity, and loves us through it all.

We are called to nothing less.

Thank you, First Baptist Church in Newton, most of all, for your
friendship and your love.

In Christ,
Reverend Charley Eastman




From the Minister of Christian Education

What Have | Learned from Charley?
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baby bird to expand its wings and fly? When the baby bird has learned all
that he possibly can in one setting and takes what he has learned to a ngw
place. That is what Charley is doing and | am so proud of what he ha
done to get to this point in time and | celebrate his call to Franklin
Federated and the new journey upon which he is about to embark.

Now, here is the great thing about that nest. Charley was not the
only one in there. He was not the only one learning something in the
process. We are in that nest learning as well. FBC Newton, | invite you to
consider what have you learned as God fed you through the leadership and ministry that Charley has provided in the
past 4 %2 years as your Senior Minister.
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Charley for almost 3 years and this is what | learned as | sat in the nest with him.

What a wonderful father and husband heciand how much Mireille, Phoebe, Emmett and Ameline mean to
him. In the midst of ministry, he models the importance of family and what a wonderful blessing it is to have a
beautiful family that is first and foremost in his life, who adore him and whom he adores. Mireille, thank you for what
you have given to this ministry too.
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and how he cares for what God has given to him in his health, family, gifts, friends, and life. In the way he listened to
God as he discerned his call into ministry and the path in which he follows. God is a priority.
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are called to do.

How he is extremely intelligent and constantly wants to engage his miitth book in hand and a huge stack
waiting to be devoured he has a hunger to learn from others, while at the same time, not allowing that intelligence
to get in the way of his compassionate and caring heart. That is a gift.

His sacrificial leadershiphow many times he sacrificed recognition, his role, and the spotlight in order that
others may be able to step up and learn about their own gifts and leadership. He allowed for the gifts that God has
given to others to connect and enhance the gifts given to him. | know | have definitely grown from the gifts that he has
shared with me as well. He also listened to ideas and incorporated all thoughts into the leadership process, without
judgment or ridicule. There might have been a little bit of laughter, but definitely no judgment.

So, FBC Newton, what have you learned? As we transition into the next several months, consider that question
and the foundation that has been laid by Charley. What will our next journey be? We have a nest waiting to be built
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Blessings and Peace,
Linda

Pastoral Care: What do we do in the meantime?

If you have any pastoral care concerns, emergencies, home visitations, hospital visits, or services thdgt may |
needed, do not hesitate to contact Rev. Linda Moore. You can call the church-a482997 or Linda's cell
phone number:857-231-2797. Mark Heim from the Board of Deacowdl assist in these efforts as well ag
our Moderator Jenny Weisz , who can be reached at&l2007 or by leaving a message on the church
line at 617244-2997 ext. 11.




Godspeed to the Eastman Family, cont.

(Continued from pagg)

come forward to share their parting thoughts. The family was then presented witht gifisoks for the children

and a handcrafted communion set, including a chalice, saucer, and small pitcher for Charley. The family was als:

presented with a purse from the congregation and will look forward to a surprise gift, created by Joyce Morin with
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As Rev. Linda Moore said in her address to the children, it was a day of both happiness and sadness: happine

for the good things that await the Eastmans in their move, and sadness to say goodbye to a minister and family

who have meant so much to so many at First Baptist Newton.

Photos (clockwise from top left): Charley extends the Right Hand of Fellowship to six new members including (L to R)
Kevin Wilberger, Julia and Hailey Boettger, Laura Cooke, Evie Heffernan and Nuray Taygan; Charley and Linda listen
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Eunice Wilson presents Charley with a parting gift; Phoebe admires heragaangake, inscribed with the words
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Change has a considerable psychological impact on the human mimdthe
fearful it is threatening because it means that things may get worsko the
hopeful it is encouraging because things may get bettdio the confident it is
inspiring because the challenge exists to make things better.
- King Whitney, Jr.




